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Daily Forklift Inspection Checklist
Complete the walkaround before starting the truck, then complete the operational checks before moving a load.

Facility Date

Truck ID Shift

Truck type Operator

Engine-Off (Walkaround) Checks
Anything visibly damaged, leaking, or missing is a fail.

Inspection item What to check OK D N/A Notes / action

Tires Inflation, tread, sidewall condition, cuts, separation

Forks
Cracks, bends, heel wear, locking pins seated, even
alignment

Mast, carriage, and
chains

Wear, lubrication, no loose or damaged links, no visible
cracks

Overhead guard and
load backrest extension

In place, secure, no bent or missing members

Hydraulic lines, hoses,
and cylinders

No leaks, kinks, or fraying

Hydraulic fluid, engine
oil, coolant, and
fuel/propane

Levels correct, tank secured, no leaks; for electric
trucks, battery condition, water level if applicable, cable
insulation, connector integrity

Data plate and capacity
plate

In place, legible

Decals and warning
labels

Present and readable

Seat and seat belt Mounted, functional, no torn webbing

Lights, reflectors,
mirrors

Intact, clean, secure

If a defect is found, report it and keep the truck out of service until the condition is corrected.
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Daily Forklift Inspection Checklist
Engine-On (Operational) Checks
Once the walkaround clears, start the truck and complete the functional checks. Listen for unusual noises throughout.

Inspection item What to check OK D N/A Notes / action

Gauges and
instruments

Fuel/charge, temperature, hour meter, warning lights
all reading normally

Steering Smooth, no excessive play, full left and right

Service brake Firm, holds the truck, no fade

Parking brake Engages and holds on a slight incline

Horn Audible

Backup alarm, if
equipped

Sounds in reverse

Lights
Headlights, tail/brake lights, strobe or warning beacon
if equipped

Lift and lower Smooth full travel, no drift when held in neutral

Tilt forward and back Smooth full travel, no drift

Attachment function, if
equipped

Sideshift, fork positioner, clamp, rotator

Defect Follow-Up

Defect reported to Time

Truck tagged / removed from
service Yes / No Work order

Corrective action / notes

Recordkeeping method: OK means the item is acceptable. D means defective. Pair every D with a short note describing the condition and what
happened next.


